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Chic, classyand. . . ab fab

break
way

CLAIRE LOW

he Hilton is the perfect place to act

like an heiress. So, I’ve donned a

Juicy Couture frock and some

serious bling. I’ve brought my
sister, who will play Nicky to my Paris, so to
speak.

I’ve come to the Hilton, Sydney, to try out
an opulent package designed to give even the
most jaded fashionista palpitations.

The Fashionista Experience includes a
stay in an ultra-posh suite, a CHIC in the City
boutique shopping tour and a beautiful
breakfast at the Hilton’s Glass Brasserie.

Having never been to this hotel before, I'm
curious about whether fellow guests will be
high-rolling, big-spending movie stars and
moguls.

On the whole, they aren’t, but snippets of
conversation overheard in the lift would
make you believe otherwise.

Man on phone: ‘“We’ll just spend Sunday
on the boat . .. In Hollywood? Sure.”’

Up in the 37th storey relaxation suite, the
views are splendid, stretching right out to
Sydney Harbour. The room is classy but not
ostentatious; the breathtaking thing about it is
its size — it’s bigger than my first home. To
run from one end to the other is to become out
of breath. It has two vanities, Crabtree &
Evelyn toiletries, a giant spa bath and a big
walk-in wardrobe. There’s also complimen-
tary sparkling wine and chocolates.

The room is equipped with a ‘‘magic
button’’, which, the Hilton says, can be
pressed 24 hours a day with any request at all.
Oh, fun!

Beep! Operator, my pillow isn’t made of
cashmere and stuffed with swan feathers.

Beep! Operator, what do you mean Gucci
is closed at 3am? I feel like shopping.

Beep! Operator, bring me Johnny Depp.

In truth, my use of the magic button was
sensible. I used it to make reservations at my
favourite Japanese restaurant, Fujiya (605
George Street) and, later, to order from the
pillow menu, which caters to individual
softness preferences.

Stylist Siobhan Young collects us from the
lobby for the CHIC in the City tour, a three-
hour exploration of the plush boutiques of
Paddington.

The tour is great for celebrity spotters —
Young shows us Just William Chocolates (4
William Street) where Keith Urban buys
Nicole Kidman sweets, and Lucio’s Italian
restaurant (47 Windsor Street) where they
announced they were expecting baby Sunday
Rose.

She also shows us Shop Deux (11 William
Street), which features quirky, cool
references to the ’80s such as glomesh
handbags with pictures of Pacman painted
on.

And we’re taken to Ginger & Smart (27
William Street) which is simply full of
covetable things.

We visit Andrew MacDonald (58 William
Street), a shoemaker who shows off his
intentionally distressed, asymmetric men’s
shoes. There’s a man who must be so
accomplished in perfection so as to choose to
veer off from it. In his workshop, wannabe
shoemakers are taking a course — it costs

The Hilton, Sydney

Where: 488 George Street, Sydney.

Travel time from Canberra: three hours.
Phone: 9266 2000.

Email: sydney@hilton.com

Website: www.hiltonsydney.com.au

Cost per night: From $400 per person twin
share.

$3300 for two weeks or $1950 for one. We
spend a lot of time at Boudoir Intimates (80
William Street), where the effusive owner
Adelina Paulo offers bra fittings, chocolate
covered strawberries and sparkling wine. Her
little dog Coco (as in Chanel) trots around her
French boudoir-themed shop, complete with
the sound of Edith Piaf crooning La vie en
rose. Another lovely thing — she offers 10 per
cent discounts to shoppers on Young’s tours.

Credit cards get a workout at Leona
Edmiston (88 William Street), home to wrap
dresses, bold prints and adorable shoes and
accessories.

Throughout the tour, Young offers her

A room at the Hilton, left; stylist Siobhan
Young (right), shows her clients the
boutiques of Paddington, above.

well-informed style advice. She teaches me
to choose clothing with high colour contrast
and to emphasise my waist and hips.

It’s at one of the final stores, Mood (6-8
Elizabeth Street), a boutique full of inter-
national labels such as Viktor & Rolf, that I
am talked into trying on a rather Carrie
Bradshaw dress. It’s a bright coral pink
strapless frock with a voluminous bubble
hem and an exotic feather detail at the bust.
I put it on, grimace at myself in the mirror
and walk out of the change rooms to audible
gasps.

My fellow fashionistas say I look red-
carpet-ready. Suddenly feeling different
about the dress, I strike a few poses and
practise a catwalk strut. I may not be an
heiress, but at that moment, I feel like
somebody famous.

M Claire Low and her sister were guests of the Hilton and
CHIC in the City tours” Fashionista Experience.
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